Built Environment Strategies

Designing
Schools for

Student
Success
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Inspiring Calm and

Emotional Well-Being
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well as projeces for the Unsversicy of Tomamos, York Unmversicg, CeCAD and Fhumber Trsomme,

THROUGH OUR EXPERIENCE wirking with and
listening oo the smues educaooms fce, we
understand thae having calm, focused, and
happy ssudents and unstressed, positive
teachers gives evervone the best chance ar
auocess. Students and weachers face all kinds
al daily challenges. It's very difficule for

am amsbnes, stressed-out child o fscws on
learning, much bess achicve,

Educasors priontize acadentic success,
hut they also underseand thae this can only
happen when they first ensure a child's emo-
tinmal wel-being, that kids and sl aeed to
fex] ot amdl b calm and emoconally soons
i b peady o learn, We belicve that this
cam be schieved, in prare, by shaping a school
environment that reduces seress and helps
people fee] sertded and happy to be there,

There is a eerm—hiopghilie—which
micans bove of life or living systems, The
premise is thar we are instinctively deann s
amdd respomd positively to natural elemenes,
Crur design thinking also focwses on con-
necring the school experience {and therefore
whe building) vo naere, We starm by considering
thee marwral elemenes of the site, such as the
hocarion icseld, the source of wind or dinecrion
of the sun, It vou'ne walking chrough the
park or hiking through the woods it creates a
positive emational stare. That's che feeling
we want to establish tor children in schaols
amdl we da chat by asking how we can
connect that child o the owtdoors, w the
natural world.

There's a greac quote by renowned
architeet Frank Liovd Wrighe, “study nature,
love narure, stav close wo nature, 1tadll ney-
o Fall vou,™ We don't want small, windowless
classroome, We wang daylight, natural venti-
latian, calm acoustics, a sense of space, lsmg
siews o the sky, crees, or a park imseeacd of
bunbding conerete block boves and exnensive
asphale areas. We consader this oo be a
key objectve for schools mo connect thear
students’ expericnces oo the narural
warld while chey're ar school. Tt will insoll
a sense of well-being and open them m
their learning.

Ar Morthlea Publie, Toromwm DSE, we
busilt an addisen o @ school for [KSE dasas,
This waz an infill project where we added
three classmsoms inoo a coureyand space on the
gecond Aoor. The g challenge was how to
b natural light inmo the existing elassmons,
Wi usod shylezhis immicdincly abosie the wall
s the ingerior chissnoom Fas unimpeded lglt.
We also inrodweed nateal elemenes amd made
thiern visually domdrant., The wamm sood doors
prge i this whice and brighe moom, and s
veneeT is 4 good example of introducing
warmnth wichin a tizhy budzer.

W rried o minimize seresaful diserac-
tiesns by reducing clumer and by kecping
things simple, light, and brighe to provide a
harmonious feel throughoue The use of juse
rwo colours calms the senses and calls areen-
tican o the Frome of the class where much
activiny rakes place.
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“T'he most interesting aspect about a school
design project is the opportunity to put
oneself in the mindset of a voung person,
to understand how she or he feels, plays,
works, and interacts.”

~ Taria Borickomn, Borioniio

Willow Park Junior Public School was
all b howe souddenes and cheir families,
reachers and even other communicy-mem
bers, feel when they approach the schiool,
The school was noc 2 very uplitting place o
armive ac. It had cred, worn, dark brick and
narrony windows, When we considercd che
addition we wanted o manstorm how people
Feel as they approach the school, The empha-
aas 15 mw o showing rhar studenes and sealf
are respected and valoed by Eiving thiem a
wondertul space to work and learn.

Archivectural details emphaseee large
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clazsminms, hil_:l:hlll:d.'lfln__q rhe acrivicies wichin,

These windows are larger than the stndard
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thiar thiere are immediare connections and
comrewt This exrra considerariaon was nod a
part ol the design briel, and we cerainls
didn’t g over budgee, bur being chaughicful
1n auer desien chinkinge we wanced oo respect
heww people tele approaching the school and
correct clements char we belioved were nega
ively impacong kids.

Friosm a student's perspective | think ic's
wisis] B thiem tis kKniow what they ame heading

rir andd what they ane abowre oo dis, Therr ap-
perisach informs chem of somethmg special,
I'hte brame of thie wndos 15 almess 3 ocoure

(1.3 ~.|'|.1|1~.I'|'-r ol wheat chey can SXHELCT, I 4 VETY

besawrrtul waw, and thar boomges pow, hapmness,
and calmmnese

Diespice & mght budgee. 1 evpecal brick
iy '||| (L |'u.|'|.'|'\.'~||_ | [HN] iy & "ll_‘.l'il"'\-_' '\1|'||_|_i.|.

Ty & I'1.'\I'I]I-I.lil'!_' I|'||_ winilirs Wi |."||l"l\.=\.: I"\.

acoivity in the classmoom fer the commmnics
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ohliged o maki: sure char aspects of the older

pams o the schonl balanced che new

Parenms feel like chis school = an m
portant place, thar che Board cares ahout
thiir children and in doing so respects
parents and the community. Most schiools
are barmcades from che communicy and
what we me trving to o is be transparent,
i1 b ovpen oo the communiy, oo srare a
dialogue wvath the communitye We wang
pasershy o el thar something amazimge
15 happening

With my own children in schaosl, [Mve
Learmed Rirsthand how much che -.|'._'|'|l. parcnLs
gZivC Lo chioosing a school for their kids, and
with amd
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arron rrasp of the nuances amnd challe s
of their work, 1 welcomie o ey chance m de
sipm spaces that help pesple feel bemer and
therefore do bemer, O
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